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WFATHKR FORECAST.
Forecast for Sunday and Monday:
Virginia.Fair Sunday ami Monday: coKN

er 'Monday; fresh to brisk west t'o north»
¦west winds.
North Carolina.Fair Sunday and Mon¬

day; fresh northerly winds.

PRICE THREE CENTS.

UNIQUE SUICIDE
' IN PORTSMOUTH

Wounded Criminal Re¬
moves His Bandages

AXD BLEEDS TO DEATH

William Bullock Had a Very Bad
Record.

CHOSE DEATH BY HIS OWN HAND

K.J. Officer* Were on Way From Rich¬

mond io Portsmouth With Extradi¬
tion Papers, Upon Which Bullocfc

was tt) Have Been Carried to

1??:?? Siate lo Siami Trial

For Murder.

(Special Dispatch to The liases.)
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LOST ALL, WANTED TO DIE-

Violini of Thursday Night's Pire Tries
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FIRE IN BALTIMORE,
Loss Estimated at ?f??,???, Covered

by Insurance.

(By Associated Press.)
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FIRED ACROSS HER BOWS.
Steamer Ilathor Threatened in Coloni

Lian Waters.
(n.v Associated Press.)

SAN DIEGO. CAI*., Dec. S..The Kosmos
Meamer Hathdr, which has arrived hen?,
was threatened with bombardment in Co¬
lombian waters. While steaming aloi1K·
the river ih« officerà and crew were sur-

prised lo hear a cannon ball -whiz across
ihc bows. Three revolutionists cume
ah lard, Mating that a blockade had been
declared of the port of Buena Ventura.
Thi Hathor put about and discharged lier

Ight at t ïarinto.

MORE SHIPS PROBABLE.

Naval Bill to Provide for Two Battle¬
ships and Two Cruisers.

(G.t Associated Prpss.)
WASHINGTON, Dec. S..It is said that

the forthcoming naval appropriation 'hill
now beiüff framed by the House Com¬

mittee on Naval Affairs will contain

provision for two more battleships and

two armored cruisers.
Admiral Hichborn, chief of the Bureau

of .instruction, was before the com¬

mittee to-day. His estimates are about

$21.000.000 for the construction already
authorized.

THE AGREEMENT HERE.
Now I>c¡'i;r Translated from the

Cipher Code.

(ß) Associated Tress.)
WASHINGTON, December S..The text

of the agreement reached ¡between the

Powers at Pekin, has been received at the
State Department and is now in process
of translation from the cypher code.

NO INTERVENTION,
Holland Has No In te ittioli of Taking

I'm Boor Cause.
Bv Associated Tress.)

ANTWERP, December S..A special from
o flauge says Holland lias im intention

; intervene in Eav >r of arbitration in the
Transvaal in.;, tie.

Tolegcaphif; IJrcvitics.
r-AT'J·: TOWN, Der·, s..Lord Roberts ar¬

rived here to-day from Pori Elizabeth.
Ho was accorded a splendid reception.
CINH ????'?. OHIO. Dec. S.The en¬

gagement was announced to-day of Miss
Clara Longworth, of this city, and Count
11 "< :hambrun, of Paris.

WASHINGTON, Dec S.Consul Gun-
more lias been authorized by the State
Department to defer his proposed visit to
;:<¦· capital of Morocco, on account of the
fact that certain Moorish festivals are to

ur during the next six weeks, prevent¬
ing· the transaction of business.

COLOGNE. Dec. ?..? bridge at Difier-
dingen, i:¡ the Grand Duchy of Luxem-
burg, collapsed t >-day as an express train
b,ts ¡)ass;ii~ ovo;· i;, and the train plunged
into ¡h·.· stream. Pive persons were
;;:.:¦¦: and .jiuiit badiy injured.
MADRID. December S..A collision oe-
n 1 i-day b ;\\·>·.!? Ovejo and Vacar

on tho railroad from Cordova to Eel-
mere. As a. resuit of the accident, seven

i] arc de id and twelve are suffer¬
ing from injuries sustained.
BRÜSSELS, Dec. S..Tile P.iver Senne

i: s overfli \?· o the suburbs and inundated
a portion of the city. The Rue de Circle
is uii i. ;¦ water, inhabitants are impris-
ored in their houses, and some stock has
boen o: o ¡vin d.
STOCKHOLM. Dec. S.r-rThrough enrc-

lesisness, cì^'.m persons ai S.-indvikon have
b¡ on ;. tison by drinking tea. Three of
them aro di
WASHINGTON", Doc. S..Secretary

Long ; i-day cabled instructions to Cap-
tain Chester, at Constantinople, to pro-

1 with Uie Kentucky to Manila io re¬
place th^ Oregon on the Asiatic station.

Hall Thieves at Work.
About 8 o'clock yesterday afternoon a

sneak iti C entered the hall of the resi-
¦¦ Mr. John Tyler, Xo. 51G West

Street, and stole tw.> handsome
from the hall rack. Both the

·.¦ ..I ;.. Mr. Tyler. They were
.'-six in dies in the bust Ine

was a in w long dark frock coat of melton
goods. 1 other was a light sack over-

tt of o) b materia!.

REED REVISION
IS RECOMMENDED

Presbyterian Committee Concluded
its Discussion Yesterday

and Adjourned.
(Dy Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON, Deo. S..After two
hours' ó· eral ? to-day the Presbyte-

n C unmittee concluded its discussion of
the revisj m of the Westminster Confes¬
sion of Faith and adjourned.
The committee find on examination of

the returns from the Presbyteries the
following facts:
One.That the returns plainly indicate

that the Church desires .--orne changes in
its credal statement.
Two.These returns indicate plainly that

no change is desired winch would in any

way impair the integrity of the system
of <: trine conti ined in the Confession of

-These returns also indicate that
rge plurality desire that changes

should be mude by some new statement
of pr< sent doctrines.
Fourth.The returns also indicate a de-

sire up ? the part of many Presbyteries
:..·¦ revision of the present confes-

'¦·': it was, therefore, unanimously
igi '..· the committee to recommend !i

Gener Assembly that some revision
.;. nge e made in our confessional

Tin· committee will convene in this city'
:. ¡' ruary 12th ?·.-??. to finally prepare

the statement to the General Assembly in

liuiies io the Philippines.
(By Associated Press.)

IDA, Dec. S..The Philippine Com-
has prepared a bill fixing the

upon imports and exports. Under
.ovisions importations from the
States Into the island are dutiable.

iportation of explosives, high wines,
; under false trade mark, and ap-
s use i in games of chance are pro-

?.. it·
rates of duty have not yet been

perfect.·.'!.

Interest Anticipated.
(By Associated Tu-tr.)

WASHINGTON. December S..The Sec¬
retary of the Treasury has decided that
the interest due on January 1st on 4
per cent. 1&07 bonds and 2 per cent. 1930
be prepaid without rebate. The coupons
will be received after December 15th, and
interest checks will be payable after
December 20. The total amount is valued
at uve and1 a quarter million dollar», j

FREIGHT WRECK
ON THE BELT LINE

Big Smash-Up Near Clop-
ton Last Nicht.

SWITCH LEFT OPEN.

Colored Fireman Crushed to Death
Under Tender.

ENGINEER'S NARROW ESCAPE.

Found Standing on His Head in tho
Overturned Cab. I! is Feet Huns

in the Chain of the Pire Box,
Locomotive and Twelve

Cars Demolished.
Traffic Delayed,

A bad freight wreck occurred on what
is known as the Belt Lino, the connecting
link between the Richmond, Ereder-cks-
burg and Potomac Railroad and the At¬
lantic Coa&t Line, about a half a mile
north of Clopton Station, just oueside oí

Manchester, last night, in which Rotiert

Boyd, a colored fireman, was instantly
killed; an engineer and two brokemen

were, slightly injured, and an engine and

twelve cars demolished.
It was tho same, old story of an open

switch. The Richmond, Frederlcksbttrg
and Potomac Railroad Company's shill¬

ing crew were delivering a .string of thirty
freight ears to the Atlantic Coast lane.

These cars were standing on what is

known as the north "Y," about a half a

mile north of Clopton. No engine was at¬

tached to them, and the brakes were loos¬

ened that they might run into a siding.
The switch was turned the wrong way and

the earn were let in on tho main line and

were met by local freight train Xo. 00,

which was coming north an hour and a

half late, and running about thirty miles

an hour.
FIREM.YX KILLED OUTRIGHT.

Engine Xo. 'Si, attached to the local

freight, was completely wrecked and over¬

turned, catching Robert Boyd, the colored
fireman, living in Weldon, X. C, beneath
t'u.- tender und killing him instantly.
Engineer Flippin, of Manchester, was

found standing on his head in the cab of
the overturned engine and suspended by
his feet from the chain of the tire-box.
He was slightly bruised, but was able to

walk and will .soon be all right, though
his escape was considered as miraculous.
The other persons hurt were two brake-
m<->n. Ben Powell and Jesse Butts, on the
local freight, who were slightly injured.
Tlie train was in charge of Conductor J.
X. Langhan, of thi.s city, who escaped
without a. scratch.
All traffic from tlie South was delayed

about live hours, it being nearly midnight
before the track was cleared. Tho bony
of the colored fireman was brought to

Richmond last night to be prepared for.
.burial, and will probably be shipped to
Weldon to-day.

A SCENE OF CHAOS.
The scene '">f the wreck presented a

chaotic picture, the engine being- overturn¬

ed and badly battered, while the track
for ionio distillici· was .strewn with the
debris of tin- splintered freight cars.

Tiie wrecking crew was on hand prompt¬
ly, and worker! hard '¦" clear the track.
From what could he learned last night, it

seeins to have been the business of the
.shifting crew of the· Richmond, Freder-
icksburg and Potomac, who we:·« transfer¬
ring the freight cars to the Atlantic Coast
Line, io see that tho switch was right.

It seems almost a miracle that the
whole crew of the local freight were not

killed, their escape having been a very
narrow one.
The Cannon Ball train from Norfolk,

and passenger train Xo. ?S from the .south,
having been delayed at Clopton, a special
car was run by the Belt Line to Acca
and thence to Byrd-Strcet Station, bring¬
ing the passengers from both trains for
Richmond.

TWENTY INJURED.
Wreck on V. W. ? 15. Bond in Wes

Philadelphia.
(By Associated Press.)

PHILADEILP-H'IA. fDec. !?..Twentyi

persons were injured to-day in an acci¬

dent on the Philadelphia, Wilmington
and Baltimore Railroad at Gray's Ferry

Station, in West Philadelphia. An empty

box car jumped the track and damaged,

several of the passenger coaches on the

express train which, leaves W-ashington
at ? A. M. for Xew York.

Miss Emma. Doughtery, of Chester, liad

both legs broken, and is in a critical con¬

dition, and Miss Ella Little, also of Ches¬

ter, was dangerously injured.
The express train was made up of three

Pullman ears, a. dining car and six day
coaches. The latter were miei with

residents of Chester. Pa., and most of

The injured· were of their number, Fol¬

lowing is the list of injured:
Richard Barnes, braKcunan of express,

fingers crushed.,
.Mrs. (.!. \V. Bladwell, St. Louis, leg

fractured.
Mrs. il. B. Bower, Wilmington, serious¬

ly hurt.
Miss Margaret Burke, T'plands, Pa., cut

about '¡nee and body.
-Miss Emma Dougherty, Chester, both

legs broken.
Miss Louisa Culin, Philadelphia, scalp

¦wounds.
Anna B-oucherty. Chester, scalp wounds.

Graham Class. Baltimore, leg fractured.

F. S. lloii .way. Hotel St. Denis, Xew
York, slight injuries.

J. Jackson, Wilmington, seriously in¬

jured.
Ella Little, Chester, probably fatally

hurt.
Miss Aimee MoDaniels, Uplands, Pa.,

face and body cut.
J. Mahaney," Chester, slight injuries.
Mrs. ?. iM. Mal-oney, Chester, seriously

Injured about the chest.
.Mrs. Mary Mitchell, Cola-win, Pa., gen¬

eral lacerations.
'William M. Page, Wilmington, general

lacerations.
Clarence Pullen, 'Xew York, badly

bruised.
Ka'te Rae-field, Chester, head lacerated.
Mabel Smith, Wilmington, .head and body

cut.
Henry Matthews, Philadelphia, internal

injuries.
Albout ithirty others were slightly in¬

jured by broken glass, but -were not taken
to tine 'hospitals.

MINISTER SPEÀKS
FOR THE CANTEEN

Does Much to Restrict
Drunkenness.

A FORMER CHAPLAIN,
His View the Result of Observation

in the Philippines,

WOMEN BEFORE COMMITTEE.

They One and All Appealed to Senate
Committee on Military Affairs

to Adopt i lie Antl-Cau-
teeu Amendment

to the Army
Bill.

(By Associated Press.)
WASHINGTON, Dec. S..The Sonito

Committee on Military Affairs to-day con¬

tinued its Clearing upon the anti-canteen
provision of the military bill, hearing, in
addition to a number of. short speeches in

advocacy of the, provision, a protest
against it from Rev. Mr. Millar, who
served fourteen months as an army chap¬
lain in the Philippines.
Mrs. Thatcher, of Now jersey, appealed

for the abolition of the canteen on finan¬
cial grounds, saying that it caused sol¬
diers to squander not only their health
and their time, but their money as well.
Mrs. KelLs, of Mississippi, spoke for the

mothers of the soldier, saying thrt all of
thorn favored the suppression of the li¬
quor tra the.
Mrs. Ingalls, of St. Louis, said ¡he knew

of many soldier boys who had cJntructed
the liquor habit at; the canteen.
Miss Kearney, of Mississippi, said she

had been informed that General Eagan
had been a notable exception anong gen¬
eral army officers i:i favoring tie canteen.

FOLLOWS THE FLiG.
Mrs. Allison, W. C. T. U., superintend*·

out of legislation, said· tiat official
statistics show that the liquor traffic is
literally following the Amencan flag in
the tropics. She presented figures to show
.that the liquor exportations from the
United States to Cuba for the first five,
months of 1S99 had reacted 5472,200, as

against $10,796 for the eutiö year of 1SDS.
In the Philippines and prrto Rico there
had been a corresponding increase.
Mr. Millar gave his undeserved endorse¬

ment to the canteen, »id said that this
view was the resist ofactual observation
in the Philippines. >e declared himself
to be a tempérance man, and said that
it was because is such he took this
position In ir.'· íaAHíppincs the canteen
is not. he sai'i- the low grog shop that it
has been dixoriued. but is entitled to be
called a post exchange, as it officially
is called.

RESTRICT DRUNKENNESS.
He was sure that these exchanges do

much to restrict drunkenness. The reason
for his position was found in the fact that
if the soldiers could not get the lager
beer and the light wines supplied at the
canteens, they woulL patronize the low
groggeries kept by the natives where
only \*ino is sold. Tiis liquor ho de¬
scribed as especially harmful to health,
and said its effect often was almost to
cause insanity. Man- .vino "joints'' had
been destroyed by ¡he establishment of
the canteen.
Mr. Millar expresad! the opinion that

93 por cent .of the tfliccrs of the army
an· favorable to th( canteen, and also
said that the enlistee men want it. lie
quoted written opiniins from post com¬
manders in the Philijpines in support of
his position.

Tn the louse.
(By Associated Tress.)

WASHINGTON, Dei. S..Under a spec¬
ial order adopted at fie last session, the
House devoted the dal·, after 1 o'clock, to
paying tributo to thejnemory of thé late
Representative Alfred C. Harmer, of
Pennsylvania.
When the ¡louse mt a bill was passed

to include cherries ii the list of fruits
from which brandy cm be distilled under
cection 3235 of the Reused Statutes.
At the c-onelusion ,f the eulogies, the

House, as an additional mark of respect,
adjourned.

KRUGER SEESTHE QUEEN.
The Visit Was Atended With Very

Little Ceremony.
(By Associied Tress.)

THE HAGUE, December S..Queen Wil-
helmina. received Preident Kruger in au-

¿ienee to-day. As the Boer Statesman was

travelling incognito, ithe visit was not
attended by the ceresony usually paid to
a chief of State.

Typhoid in Sin. Sin«r.
(By Assodata Press.)

SING SING, N. "1, Dec. 8..Warden
Johnson announced b-day that typhoid
had broker, out amag the convicts in
Sing Sing prison. Thre arv now seven¬

teen cases of typhoidin the prison hos¬
pital and additional caes are developing.

Seeks a Conference With Salisbury.
(By Associata Press.)

LONDON, Dec. 9..,. special dispatch
from The Hague, saysthat it is reported
that Mr. Kruger is se-king to obtain a

conference with Lord SJi'sbury.

Miss Sfuckey sein'oved.
Miss Bessie Stuckeyhas greatly im¬

proved from her recent wounds and was

removed yesterday uftrnoon from the
Virginia Hospital to hr rooms at Dr.
Whin's Nurses' Home ? Fifth Street.

GabrioiowiclOoncert.
The date of the gran concert by Ga-

brilowitseh, the world-raowned pianist, is
fast approaching. Maty have already
placed their names on the subscription
list at Walter D. Moss & Co.'s store,
thereby insuring themsives good seats.
?.11 who desire to subsaibe should do so

in- Wednesday next, as;th«t is the date j
set for subscribers to rake their selec¬
tion or" scats. Sale opes at Walter D.
Moses &¦ Co.'s, No. 103 Fist Bread Street,
"it 9-30 A- M· TVha* fa- seats are left
and' standing-room tick<s will be placed
ori «ale at the box-offiei of the Academy
Friday morning. Décerner 14th.
nwi'o Gabrilowitsch is tot simply a great

virtuoso *ith unlimlte technical skill,
hut he is especially not« for his wonder-
ful interpretation and epresaiws ]

TAKE STEPS TO
REDISTRICT CITY

ClayWard Actives Act on
This Important Matter.

COMMITTEE IS NAMED

Will Prepare a Plan Looking to Fair

Representation in Council.

¡R. POLLARD'S RESOLUTION.

It is Discussed at Length and Will

Form BasiS of Action.All Demo¬

cratic Organizations Invited
to Co-sperate in the Under¬

taking.Busy .Session

oí" the Club.

Tlie Clay Ward Actives, at their regular

meeting at Belviderc Hall last night, ap¬

pointed a. committee of ten to prepare
a plan looking to Hie redistricting of tho

city and changes as to representation in
the City Council. Tho object of this step
is to divido Clay Ward and. to rearrange
the other wards of tho city so as to put
each ward on ur fair and equal footing,
and to chango the representation in the

Council, and próvido for a proportion of

the_·uermen and Councilmen to be elect¬
ed from tho eity-at-largo instead of
.'rem tho wards. It is a movement to
abolish or diminish to a large extent ward

politics, and t'o bring about a fairer dis¬
tribution of the funds appropriated for

public improvements from year to year.
All prominent Democratic clnbs are in¬
vited to co-operate with tho Actives in
this undertaking.
The meeting was one of tho largest the

club has held in years for the transaction
of business. Mayor R. M. Taylor, Judge
George E Christian. Mr. Henry W. Roun-
tree. Colonel John S. Harwood and many
other prominent citizens were in attend¬
ance.
Mr. John Garland Pollard was unani¬

mously elected a member of the club.
THE XEW COMMITTEES.

Chairman Carter submitted the report
of il.-.o Advisory Board of the club recom¬
mending the standing commuées for
the ensuing year as follows:
"Your Advisory Committee begs leave

to present the following named members
of the club for appointment by the Com¬
mittees on Finance, Statistics, and Xew
Members.
"Finance.Robert Whittet, Jr., (chair¬

man); Samuel H. Cotrell, J. P. Pettus, H.
R. Pollard. Robert E. Peyton.
.'Statistics.E. C. Walthal (chairman),

Isaac Diggs, C. E. Hill, M .R. Pace, and
J. A. Frith.
"Xew Members.H. C.Calder (chahman),

Charles I. Phillips, William Gibson, Jr.,
J. hi. Kracke, and P. II. BteiwiS.

"Respectfully signed.
"JOHX S. HARWOOD,

Chairman,
"A. C. HARMON.
"P.. L. WINSTON.
..R E. MONTAGUE,
"O. A. HAWKINS,

"Advisory Committee."
Tne report of the committee was adopted

On motion of Mr. Boschen.
DIVISION OP Tin·: WARM.

Under the head of unfinished business
Mr. John Garland Tollard offered the f 1-
lowing:
"Whereas, one-fourth' of the population

of the city of Richmond reside in Clay
Ward, and yet the ward has no greater
representation in tho City Council than
the other wards of the city, having 1rs.-
than one-half its population and about
one-fifth of its taxable real estate values,
and, whereas, this condition is a violation
of tho expressed provision of the city
charter (chap. 1. sec. 3), as well as of the
principles of representative government
and has resulted in depriving the citizens
of our ward of their just share in the
management of the affairs of tho city.
and deprived the ward of its proper pro¬
portion in the city's revenues, used in
street and other improvements, therefore,
resolved:
"First, That we hereby respectfully ap¬

peal to the City Council for correction of
this injustice.
"Second, That a committee, consisting

of seven members, be appointed by the
chair, with instructions to take all honora¬
ble steps towards securing for the citizens
of this ward their just share in the man¬
agement of the affairs of the city, either
by having the ward divided or by having
the whole city redistricted so as to ac¬

complish the purpose mentioned.
"Third, That we earnestly recpuest the

active aid of the representatives of this
ward in the City Council towards accom¬
plishing the purposes here sit out.
"Fourth, That the secretary of this or¬

ganization be instructed to send a copy of
these resolutions to the City Council."

SUBJECT DISCUSSED.
The resolutions were freely discussed,

the club hearing first from Mr. Henry L.
Carter, who was for many years a mem¬
ber of the Board of Aldermín from Clay
Ward. Mr. Carter said that the question
of dividing Clay Ward was not a new
one to its representatives in tho City
Council. He referred tn three or four ef¬
forts in the past to bri,.., about such a di¬
vision of the ward or redistricting of the
entire city, as it would do away with the
hardships tu which flay Ward had been
subjected, but declared that ward politics
had defeated these movements. He was

sorry to say that representatives of the
other wards had combined and prevented
Clay Ward from getting what she was en¬

titled to according to the population and
the amount of taxes she paid into the
city treasury.
Mr. Carter thought the whole city should

be redistricted, and that the representa¬
tion in the Council should bo changed. He
suggested that there should be seven

wards instead of six, and that each ward
should elect one Alderman and two Coun¬
cilmen, and there should be seven Alder¬
men and seven Councilmen eEcted by the
city at large. The Alaermen and Council-
men chosen by the city at large, he said,
would act as a check upon ar.y ward man¬

ipulation on the part of the others.
Mr. John Garland Pollard spoke briefly

to* his resolutions, saying that Clay Ward
had 2::"(W0 inhabitants, according to the
last census, while the other wards aver¬

aged only about one-half that number,
making a citizen of Clay Ward only a

half a citizen, so far as representation in
the municipal legislature was concerned.
He said the people of Clay Ward had been
done a great injustice, and that tho ob¬

ject of his measure was to prevent this
injustice in the '.'uture. "I am in favor."
said Mr. Pollard, "in tlie event we cannot
got this at Hie hands of the- City Council,

O'f going before the Legislature, when it
meets In extra session, and making a

tight for it there."
Councilman William Gibson, in correct¬

ing some statements made by Mr. Pollard
as to the share of the street appropria¬
tions Clav Ward had received In the past,
said in 1S97 Clay Ward gat -»5 per cent, of
the entire appropriation, in 1S9S she Rot

25 1-4 per cent, of the whole appropria¬
tion, in IS» she got 27. 1-4 per cent., and

in 1900 she received 29 per cent, of the
entire appropriation.
The club called upon Judge George L.

Christian 'for his views upon the subject
under consideration. Judge Christian said
he concurred in the suggestions of Chair-

man\Carter entirely, and referred to the
great strides Memphis had made since the
abolishment of the plan by which that
city elected its Aldermen and Councilmen
from the several wards. Any system of
log-rolling in municipal polities, the Judge
declared to be vicious and disastrous in
the end.
!Messrs. Robert Whittet. Jr.. and Mayor

Taylor were called upon, but declined to

discuss the matter at this time.
Ux-AIderman It. T. Davis thought the

city should be redistricted, and Col. John
S. Harwood asked if Mr. Bloomberg did
not have, pending before the Council, a

measure locking to the redistricting of
the city. He was informed that Mr.
Bloomberg had offered a resolution along
this line, but that it had been tabled.

COL. HAUV/OOD'S 'MOTION.
'Messrs. Isaac Diggs and H. W. Roun-

tree spoke briefly on the subject of re-

districting the city, and Col. John S. Har¬
wood moved that the resolutions offered
by Mr. Pollard be referred to a o-mmittee
of iive members o¡E the Clay Ward -Vo¬
tives, who should be dire·;..i t> prepare
a. plea for the redistrieting of the entire
city, and providing for such change a.: to
representation in the City Council as ap¬
peared for the best interest of the city
generally, said committee to report at a

future meeting of the club.
This motion was unanimously adopted

after be'ng amen,¡oil so that the commit¬
tee would be composed cK nine men. five
members of the club, and four other citi¬
zens oí Clay Ward, not members of the
day Ward ? rives.
The chair appointed this committee as

follows: Messrs. John Garland Pollard,
chairman: John S. Harwood. Isaac Di:--·.
?. ?'. i'a'·!-:· and ?.. !.. Winston from the
club, and Judge <;,->rgo ,',. Christian, H.
T\". Rountree, George W. Hooper and W.
A. Cr nsha.w as butside citizens. On mo¬
tion '·'.:: ? Vice-President if nry L Carte
was added to the committee.
The other permanent Democratic club

of the eity were invited to co-operate h
this movement, and a commit:····, im

posed of Col. John S. Harwood and Messrs.
L a^· Pisrgs and John Garland Follard, was
appointed to visit these clubs and urge
them to take a hand in the work.
After the trans-action of some important

routine business the club adjourned.

OFFICIA! S DENY IT.
They Say There is No Tr.utile at »he

Post, flice.
The report printed in another paper to

the effect that det ctives and spe ¡a!

agents of the Government are here Inves¬
tigating postoffice matti rs is emphati¬
cally denied by ¡Mr. John L. Grubbs, the
assist mt postmaster, who has charge of
ttho office during the temporary absence
from the city dt Postmaster Knight. Mr.
Grisbbs said he had never hear.! of the ru¬

mor until he saw it in print.
Mr. 'Frank P. Burke, the superintendent

of the city delivery, said it was all news
to him. and Cashier Marriott stated t h 11
he had heard of nothing upon which stich
a report couM he based.
The published story is that a postoffice

burglar has been here receiving mail at

the general delivery window, and that
Sergeant-Detective Tomlinson and others
are trying to capture him.

BiS Order for Sieri Hails.
(By Associate! Tress.)

?·;,:·-\-|·:?.??·?\ OHIO. Dec. S..The Van-
derbllt interests have placed orders with
thri e mills for one hundred thousand ? >ns
or" steel rails at «i2K per ton. This breaks
up the organizes efforts of the railr·
force the price down to $22.

NEW THEATRE IS
NOW A CERTAINTY

Deeds Filed Transferring to Mr.

George Arents Property to Be
Used as its Site.

Three deeds were entered of record in

the office of the cierk of the Chancery
Court yesterday afternoon, two of which

are of special interest to the people of
Richmond. The hater transfer to Mr.

George Arents, of New York, lvl feet of

¡and at the southeast corner et" Main anil

Adams Streets, with the improvements
thtreon, which constitute the site of a

magnificent theatre Mr. Arents propos-'s
to erect. The other piece of property is
situated at the southeast corner of Grove
Avenue and Lombard;.· Streets, and it is
understood this has been purchased as an

investment. It was siiti to -Mr. Arents by
the Old Dominion Building ami Loan As¬
sociation, the consideration being 515,000
cash.
The property at.the corner of Main and

Adams Streets extends along Adams
Street 151 feet and 10 inches to an alley.
and is regarded as an ideal spot for a tine
ptay-house, such as Mr. Arents proposes
to build. Negotiations for this real es¬

tate have been pending for some 'time.
The property embraces what is known as

the old Crenshaw home, fronting 69 1-2

feet on Main Street, which v. as owned by
Misses Ann W.. Mary G. and Abigail
Crenshaw, and a tract of land adjoining
this, fronting 36 1-2 feet on .Main Street,
owned by the Virginia Trust Company,
until it was transferred by deed to· Mr. j
Arents. The- Misses Crenshaw were paid
$14.C0> cash fer their property, while the

Trust Company got $3,650 for the strip ox

land bought of it.
AU the property was bought for Mr.

Arents by Mr. Thomas F. Jcffiess, but it j
is conveyed to Mr. Arents direct.
Mr. Arents is not in the city, but it L Ì

understood that the proposed theatre is I

to be the handsomeest building of Its kind

in the Sou:h. and that several sets of

plans will be prepared at once, and con¬

sidered by Mr. Arents- Speaking of the

proposed structure Mr. Jeffress said yes¬
terday: ".Mr. Arents would never build

any but a first-class theatre."
It is also assured that work upon the

play-house win be commenced early in
the snring so that it can be thrown open,

to the pubiic at the opening of the
theatrical season next fall.

It was the late Majo*· Ginter's cherished
ambition to build an up-to-date theatre in

Richmond, and he had plans mapped out.

which would ha\f been carried into ef¬
fect had his life been spared a year or

two.
The Crenshaw residence is one of the

finest in the city. It was built during the
war by the late Lewis D. Crenshaw. Sr.
The house is three stories high and has a

splendid basement.

HAVE THE RIGHT
TO OFFER BIDS

City Attorney's Views as
to Certain Corporations,

ARE NOT DEBARRED,
No Matter if Councilmen Do Own

Stock in the Companies.
PUBLIC WEAL IS AT STAKE,

If City Could Not Deal With Concerna
Without Regard u> Law as io In¬

terest of City Fathers
There W o u I d Be
Groat Incon¬

venience.

Hon. ir. R. Poll in

prepared an opinion
corj orations are i t
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holders in them are ?

Council. The city att
op ¡nee by reouc
the :·¦..:

d< :' and w. ?. Ada
Council 'onnnittee
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neither ol

'. has
thafi

<lur-

o'

dds,
¡?¬

? a
iiich

la
said
city
E IW

effect that neither Mr. Lav« :· nor Mr.
Adam- owned any stock in the company
hetwi - dates me the eont-
munica ti in a king for the
November ...

and that they ·,·¦¦ ·.this tin
holders.

CITY. WOtTLD SUFFER
Mr. ? trd, the C

however, that a
tion i- :.

contract in w
he is a
SP ¦· kir. S I the :: t r, >¦'..'. Pol
if the contrary were t.; case
would frequ< ntly be '.;.. ible to
money, because members o£ the Committ ·¦

on Finance arc often stockholders or
directors in the banks. He cited many

essarily .suffer or le great!} Inconve¬
nienced if Cbuccilmen owning si ··¦!·: in
corporations prevented the citj from do¬
ing busi::,-ss with such concerns.
The following is the text of Mr. Pol¬

lard's opinion:
CITY ATTORNEYS LETTER·

Rietini·ee!. Va., Dee. 7. 1000».
Mr. J. If. Lawder,

Member of Board o£ Aldi rmen:
Dear Sir,.Referring to your request to

inform you whether a corporation can

Council owns sto bins lid corj.iti.ui. I
beg t.i say that the determination of this
matter is dependent upon section >'-'·'! of
the Code of Virginia. ISS7, which, as far
as it is pertinent to this enquiry. Is In
the following language:

"S.-.-tijftji -e::..It shall not be lawful for
any member of the Council or Board of
Aldermen, or any other officer, or agent,
or any commissioner appoint! t'-.r tho
opening of streets. ..r any member of a

committee constituted or appointed foe
the management, regulation or control of
corporate property of an;.· city, t>> be a

contractor with the said corporation, or

Its agents, or with su.-It committee, for
any work or labor ordered to be done,
or goods, wares and merchandise or sup¬
plies of any kind ordered by the said

ration, or by such committee, to be

purchased, or in any manner, directly or

indirectly, to be interested in th.- prolits
of any such contract."
While the question submitted is or» of

some doubt, yet. having in view tho ob¬
ject of the Legislature in adopting this
statute, and the inconvenience that would
result from a contrary- construction, I
am of opinion that the mere fact that ffl

Councilman owns stock in a corporation
does not render illegal a contract made
between the city and such corporation.

Very truly yours.
(Signed) H. P.. POLLARD.

City" Attorney.

MINORITY REPORT.
Will Move for Additi..mil Deductions

in War Bev.-iuze.

(By Associated Près«.)
WASHINGTON. Dee. Ï..The minority

members of the Ways and Means «'::·.-

mitiee are ho! ting informal mej tings in
ore ;t to r.-i, ¡r ¦' l

the bill reducing the war taxes. The r

port will be submitted R presentative
Richardson, of Tennessee, on Monday. I:

i-: understood thai the rep t will not op-

pos» '.;': ·:··. pr .· sed, but will
. .««.ni iddlti nal fei tres to which tao

SUMMARY OF TO-DAY'S NEWS.
Local.

.Kii:-! in wreck at Clopt« n.

Now theatre now a certainty.
.Want the city redlstrieted.
.Sunday In the churches.
.No trouble at the postoffice
.Daring hold-up in Fuitotn.

scat«».
.Ex-Senator W. A. Little, arrested ir;

Washington on the charge of embezzle¬
ment, was bailed at Fredericksburg.
.William Bullock, for whom extra¬

dition papers were secured to-day. tore
the bandages from his wounds at Ports¬
mouth and died.
.Danville Light Infantry will not go to

Washington unless ordered to do so.

tie- er i.
.Minister speaks for the canteen befori

Senate Military Committee.
.Presbyterian committee decide to

recommend revision of creed.
.Many injured In wreck in West Phila¬

delphia.
.Agreement on China In hands of State

Department.
.Fire in Baltimore does $300,000 dam¬

age. ,

Foreign.
.Dewet's capture considered a cer»

tainty.
.Kruger said to be seeking interview

.vlth Saisbury.


